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Solutions for a living planet
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Limited resources

Demand on nature is 
ever increasing



Earth’s current Ecological Footprint and Biocapacity

We need 1.5 Earths to sustain our living

Living Planet Report, 2014

Ecological Footprint

Biocapacity



Earth Overshoot Day

• It is the date humanity’s Ecological 
Footprint has exceeded our planet’s 
“budget” for that year

– 1970s just started the overshoot
– 2000, 1 October 
– 2003, 22 Sept
– 2014, 19 August
– 2015, 13 August
– 2016, 8 August



3.1 Earths are needed if 
everyone in the world 
lived a similar lifestyle 
to that of Hong Kong 
people

HK Ecological Footprint per person

Hong Kong Ecological Footprint, 2014

Per capita Ecological Footprint 
(gha)

Year

0.2% built-up land
12.3% seafood 
5.2% forest 
product

27.2% livestock

16.4% agricultural 
product

38.7% carbon 
footprint



Ecological Deficit of Hong Kong 2010

Hong Kong Ecological Footprint, 2014

HK 
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Global = 3rd

Asia = 1st



Hong Kong’s Trade Partners

Hong Kong Ecological Footprint Report, 2013



HK as a Trade Hub

Source: https://www.tid.gov.hk/english/aboutus/publications/tradestat/wmttt.html



Opportunities for Sustainable 
Trade & Consumption

• Policy Address 2015:
– “To set an example, the Government engaged in green procurement worth more 

than $1 billion in 2013. We will expand the current procurement list, update the 
specifications and verification methods, and explore wider use of recycled and 
other environment-friendly materials in public works projects. We will also 
promote green procurement to both the public and business sectors.”

2015 Policy Address. http://www.policyaddress.gov.hk/2015/eng/pdf/PA2015.pdf



Hong Kong Government Action

Hong Kong Government 



Hong Kong Government Action

Council for Sustainable 
Development  -

Promotion of sustainable use 
of biological resources

Consultation from 
July 26th to Nov 15th

Please give your
OPINION!



Data Source: FAO 2014

Livelihood
58 million people globally rely  on capture fisheries 

for direct employment, of which 84% are in Asia



Food
World annual per capita 9.9 to 19.7 kg

Hong Kong’s ~70 kg per capita in recent years



Status of the ocean
Living Blue Planet Index (1970 – 2012) 49% decline

5,829 population of 1,234 marine vertebrate species

Fish – 50% decline



Status of the South China Sea
12% of global wild capture production

Marine resources since 1950s
declined 70 – 95% 



“fishery products that are wild caught 
or farmed in a manner that can 
meet today’s demand while not 

damaging the ecosystem’s ability to 
provide the same function for the 

future generations”

What is Sustainable Seafood?



What is Sustainable Seafood?



Sustainable Seafood Movement in Hong Kong

Diversified sector offering 
“Ocean Friendly Menu”, >85 in 
total

At least 22 MSC & 6 ASC CoC 
holders (suppliers & outlets) in 
HK



Sustainable Seafood Movement in Hong Kong

Promotion by different sectors



Sustainable Seafood Movement in Hong Kong

“Seafood Alliance”
Seafood assessment & 
committed action



Sustainable Seafood Movement in Hong Kong

Released on World 
Ocean Day 8th Jun 2016



Consumer Incentives 
Programme (Korea Green Card)
• South Korea Green Card

– Since 22th July 2011
– Integrated several environmental consumer incentive 

schemes by the government
– Integrates with credit card

• Reason 1: convenient to use
• Reason 2: mature existing systems & operations for credit card
• Reason 3: high applicability with the point system

– Focus: develop an easy & convenient system with 
economic compensation to promote green life

Example of a green card



Consumer Incentives 
Programme (Korea Green Card)

http://greenliving.epa.gov.tw/GreenLife/green-
life/file/273/%E9%9F%93%E5%9C%8B%E7%B6%A0%E5%8D%A1%E8%A8%88%E7%95%AB%E6%88%90%E6%9E%9C%E5%88%86%E4%BA%ABGreen%20Credit%20Card
_Korea_KEITI_KimDongkeun.pdf



Consumer Incentives 
Programme (Korea Green Card)

http://greenliving.epa.gov.tw/GreenLife/green-
life/file/273/%E9%9F%93%E5%9C%8B%E7%B6%A0%E5%8D%A1%E8%A8%88%E7%95%AB%E6%88%90%E6%9E%9C%E5%88%86%E4%BA%ABGreen%20Credit%20Card
_Korea_KEITI_KimDongkeun.pdf

(Numbers are as 2012)



Consumer Incentives 
Programme (Korea Green Card)
• Available Green Products: >1000 

products by 144 companies (2014)
• Results (base on Korea 

government’s Green Activity Index 
in 2012):

 50% in public transportation use
 46.6% in green product purchase
 66% in energy saving activity

• Patented in US, Europe, China and 
World Intellectual Property 
Organisation Example of Green Card 

Advertisement

Patent Information about Korea Green Card: https://www.google.com/patents/WO2013172493A1?cl=en



What can HK learn from Korean Green Card?

• Government has to take the lead, supported by 
businesses and public.

• Need to build a system that the public can 
recognize the sustainable products, e.g. Eco-
labelling?

• This programme is to produce a conducive 
environment for sustainable trade and 
consumption, i.e. could drive the businesses to 
source and supply more sustainable products to 
HK market, and incentivize the general public to 
try and adopt them.

• Replicate the programme using credit card or 
Octopus?

Octopus Card





Vancouver City’s Ambition

• To become the greenest city in 
the world by 2020

• Greenest City 2020 Action Plan 
(GCAP) outlines 10 goal areas 
& 15 measurable targets

– Climate and Renewables 
– Green Buildings
– Green Transportation
– Zero Waste
– Access to Nature
– Clean Water
– Local Food
– Clean Air
– Green Economy
– Lighter Footprint

Cover of the “Greenest City 2020 Action Plan” (GCAP)



Vancouver City’s Progress

Progress Highlights 2014.

Greenest City 2020 Action Plan: 2014-15 Implementation Update. http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/greenest-city-action-plan-implementation-update-
2014-2015.pdf



Our Aims
• Drive Hong Kong to promote sustainable trade and consumption
• Drive Hong Kong to become Asia’s most sustainable city


